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Staff Council Members 



You may know that the Dean 

loves to give hugs! But what 

else didn't you know?       

Check out some fun facts!  

 Are you a cat or a dog person?  

 I’m a dog person...well wait. When I was younger I 
had 13 dogs, 2 cats, 20 chickens, 2 rabbits, and 2 
pigeons!  

 What is the last movie you watched?                  
Into the Woods 

 What is your favorite color? Blue 

 If you could only drink one liquid for the rest of your 
life, what would you choose? Orange Juice 

 What is your favorite snack? Dark Chocolate 

 What is your favorite season? Fall—I love the colors! 

 What do you like most about UNL? The people! 

 Do you still enjoy cartoons? Yes 

 Favorite game to play? Tennis 

 Have you ever ridden a motorcycle? Yes I have!  



 

 

 

 

 

 

We often see our co-workers as we pass them in the hall way or in a 

meeting.  How well do we really know them?   

 

The A&S Staff Council newsletter likes to take the time to do feature 

stories about staff.  After all, we spend more time with our co-

workers than with most of our families. 

 

Let us introduce you to Lori Byrne.  Lori has been the Business Man-

ager in Psychology since July 2013 but has worked in various depart-

ments at UNL since 1997. 

 

Lori was born and raised on a farm north of Newman Grove, Nebras-

ka.  Her family raised cattle, chickens and occasionally pigs, with crops of soy beans and corn. 

 

When she was 11 years old her Grandma Bee gave her a Kodak Instamatic 110mm camera for Christmas and her love for photog-

raphy was born.  In high school, Lori saved up her money and bought herself her first 35mm camera.  She went with her high 

school science teacher to Midland College where she took a workshop on how to roll and develop film.  She then took her 

knowledge back to school and set up the first darkroom and trained her classmates in techniques to develop prints.  She received 

an honorable mention in the Norfolk Daily News Photography contest for a “wintertime rising moon through a cottonwood tree” 

picture. 

 

Lori left the farm when she was 18 and has lived in southeast Nebraska ever since.  

 

Education is very important to Lori.  She went to school and worked full time.  She went to Southeast Community College and 

received an associates degree in Business Administration.  She then went on to earn her bachelors degree from Doane College, 

with a double major in Business Administration with an emphasis in Marketing and in Human Relations, which was a psychology 

based program.  She then went on for her masters degree in Management.  She aspires to get her doctorate in Leadership here at 

UNL. 

 

Lori’s second job is working on their multiple rental properties.  Her and her husband Steve do all of the construction themselves.  

Lori is a “Jill of all trades”.  She does roofing, plumbing and electrical work and for fun they rebuild old vehicles.  Their most re-

cent purchase being a 1985 Volkswagen Westfalia Vanagon.  They are hoping to travel to the pacific northwest in it this summer 

for their honeymoon.  Steve and Lori have three grown children, and are hoping it will be another five to eight years before they 

become grandparents! 

 

 



 Photos by Lori Byrne 



Tim Suhr awaited anxious College of Arts and Science staff with a smile on his face.  He knew that they would 

be impressed by what awaited them on a tour of the newly revamped Brace Laboratory.  The tour began 

with an introduction to the updated technology available to Life 121 students.  From touchscreen to live data 

feeds for classroom activities, Brace Lab has it all!  Fellow staff members recalled learning everything in col-

lege by struggling at late night cram sessions with hastily scribed notes from a Professors overly rushed lec-

ture nearly a month previous.  Not so for students these days!  After a quick visit with the various wildlife 

flourishing in, and maybe around?, Brace Lab, it was on to the next part of the tour with Dr. Nathan Wake-

field of the Math Department.  Great strides, and successes, have been made to upgrade the introductory 

mathematics courses.  Students are now involved in an “Active Learning” method, where the homework is 

done in the classroom, with teaching assistants immediately available for assistance.  Such methods and 

efforts made by the math department have increased the passing rate of intro math students by 10-20%!  

Lastly, the tour ended with yet another innovative use of Brace Lab.  Bradley Severa of the Office of Infor-

mation Technology Services finished the tour by showing staff members the NEXT generation of college class-

rooms.  Apple TV’s for instructors, ipads for every student, and chairs which beg for comfort and conven-

ience are the norm for the next generation of college students.  And such comforts are being tested and tried 

in courses currently offered at UNL.  The Office of Information Technology Services also has testing stations 

in their main area on the third floor of Brace Lab, where instructors may test a new technology, convert old 

slides to updated media, and much more!  Such innovation is the norm at Brace Lab, a century old building 

paving the way to the future for students and staff in the College of Arts and Sciences. 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dean Francisco wants you to apply for a professional devel-

opment fund from the college of  arts and sciences.  All CAS 

staff  that have permanent employment in an Arts & Sci-

ences department, center, program, or support services unit 

are eligible to apply with chair/director   approval. 

 

 

More information can be found here:                                                           

http://cas.unl.edu/docs/Staff_Development_Program_12-12-14.docx 

And an application form can be downloaded here:                                                                

http://cas.unl.edu/docs/CASProfDevApp.pdf 

http://cas.unl.edu/docs/Staff_Development_Program_12-12-14.docx
http://cas.unl.edu/docs/CASProfDevApp.pdf








March 25th Total Body Toning 

55 Campus Recreation  

 

April: TBD 

 

May 5th Non-verbal Communication   

Dr. Charles Braithwaite  

UNL Speaker’s Bureau  

Location TBD 
 



Just for fun... 

Brothers and sisters, 

I have none but this 

man’s father is my 

father’s son. Who is 

the man? 

Ingredients: 

 1 cup  of mango 
 1 ½ cup  of strawberries 
 1/2 cup of plain Greek yogurt 
 1/2 cup of orange juice 
 1 cup of ice 
Blend together and serve! 

 


